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We’re happy to help you 
plan your visit to Ypsilanti.

Just drop a line to
hello@visitypsinow.com

Ypsilanti Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 

106 W. Michigan Avenue 

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197 

800.265.9045

visitypsinow.com

© 2013 Ypsilanti Area Convention and Visitors Bureau.  Photography by Leisa Thompson except as noted. 

Cover photos: Corner Brewery, Thunder Over Michigan Air Show, The Rocket Candy & Novelties, The Color Run (photo by Chris Amos) 



Ypsilanti—generally referred to as “Ypsi” 
by the locals—was established as a village 
in 1823. Originally called Woodruff ’s Grove, 
founders changed the name to Ypsilanti in 
1825 in honor of General Demetrius Ypsilanti, 
a hero in the Greek war for independence. 
People have been struggling to pronounce the 
name of our fair city ever since. (It’s ip-suh-
lan-tee by the way.)

The CulTure
It has been said that Ypsilanti is the Brooklyn 
to Ann Arbor’s Manhattan. Despite Ann  
Arbor’s reputation as a regional bohemian 
cultural center, many creative people  
have been flocking to Ypsilanti to live  
and work. A vibrant underground arts scene 

is emerging encouraged by less expensive 
land and more affordable housing options.

Young families just discovering 
Ypsi are breathing new life into the city, 
putting down roots, investing in the 
community, and creating new traditions. 
Longtime Ypsilantians help preserve  
our rich heritage, making this city what it 
is today. Finally, students from the hometown 
college—Eastern Michigan University—
continue to inject fresh ideas into the region. 

The ArT
Tucked away in a corner of Ypsi sits SPUR 
Studios—an art incubator that’s home 
to writers, painters, musicians, graphic 
designers, and a variety of other artists.  

ypsi
a progressive city with a funny name
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4 Find more Ypsilanti culture and historY at visiTypsinow.Com/pure-ypsi

Its 30 studio spaces have been booked solid 
since the incubator opened in early 2010, 
speaking to the community’s homespun spirit. 
This creativity drives handmade and indie 
art festivals like the Shadow Art Fair and 
DIYpsi, where regional artists join locals to 
put on shows unique to Ypsi.

The musiC
Friday night, Annie Palmer played an acoustic 
set at the Ugly Mug Cafe and Roastery. 
Saturday night, the seven-member folk-rock 
ensemble Jack & the Bear rolled into town 
for a show at Woodruff ’s. Last December, 
Cafe Ollie threw an end of the world party 
complete with a record swap and live music. 

Well, the world didn’t end. Ypsi’s music 
scene continues to thrive and morph as it 
always has. Leah Diehl of Lightning Love 
says her first instinct would be to call Ypsi’s 
music scene mostly folk. “But there’s actually 
a big number of garage, pop, rap, and country 
groups.” It’s this type of variety that keeps 
people coming back to listen.  

The innovATion
Maybe it’s the nearby university, maybe it’s 
the modest house prices, or maybe it’s in 
the water. Whatever the reason, innovation, 
creativity, and entrepreneurship are found 
around every corner in Ypsi. Sustainability 
ventures like Solar Ypsi and Growing 
Hope have made great strides over the past 
decade. In 2012, ten Ypsilanti solar installa-
tions were part of the National Solar Tour. 
Growing Hope—dedicated to improving lives 
and communities through gardening and ac-
cess to healthy food—continues to improve 
our Downtown and Depot Town Farmers’ 
Markets and offers educational opportunities 
and programs throughout the year. 

SPARK East Business Incubator, 
located in Downtown Ypsilanti, is a magnet 
for innovation-based businesses of every size 
and description. One homegrown success 
story is Unity Vibration Kombucha Tea 
& Beer, a small brewing operation that  
until recently operated from a living room  
in Ypsi’s historic east side neighborhood.  
It’s expanding to become a full scale brewery 
this year. n

“it’s becoming quite the hip spot…the beer culture and the musicians. everybody here is some 
form of artist. Ypsilanti has a bohemian feel starting to brew, mixed in with history which is very 
interesting to me. Ypsi has always been an eccentric, interesting town. now it’s turning into a 
destination.”  
Tarek Kanaan, co-founder of Unity Vibration Kombucha Tea & Beer (“Three Blocks Of Innovation, Creativity, and 

Entrepreneurship” Concentrate Media)

Page 3: The Ugly Mug Café & Roastery. Above: Beezy’s draws a crowd for breakfast and lunch. The Downtown 
Ypsilanti Farmers’ Market brings fresh, locally grown produce to town on Tuesdays from May-October.



o
ak

w
oo

d 
s

t.
o

ak
w

oo
d 

s
t.

n
. h

am
ilt

on
 s

t.

To I-23

To Packard

To I-94

From I-94

n
. a

da
m

s 
s

t.

n
. W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
s

t.

n
. h

ur
on

 s
t.

pearl st.

emmett st.

W. cross st.
W. cross

congress st.

mich
igan

 ave
.

michigan ave.

Forest

CAmpus Town

eastern 
michiGan 
uniVersitY

Washtenaw ave

Bus

DownTown

FroG islAnD 
pArK

riversiDe 
pArK

DepoT 

Town

H

For additional maps, information on area 
attractions, restaurant recommendations, 
and more, head to our Visitor’s Center, 
located at 106 West Michigan Avenue.  
Open 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

CAmpus Town 
in recent years, some nice surprises have been coming out of this district that borders the south 
end of eastern michigan university’s campus. Gems like la Fiesta mexicana, the tower inn café, 
and the ugly mug café and roastery have been shining stars on this block for years.  
But newcomers like the Wurst Bar, now in its second year, are making a splash—garnering the 
type of foodie following others take decades to cultivate. ann arbor-based sweetwaters coffee & 
tea recently opened, joining the Ypsilanti t-shirt company in a newly renovated building near our 
beloved historic water tower. 

DepoT Town 
the winter months bring music festivals and offbeat events to Woodruff’s and café ollie. 
the big brick oven at the Ypsilanti Food co-op’s river street Bakery warms us up with fresh bread 
and other goodies. as temperatures climb, depot town opens its doors and spills into the street. 
outdoor patios are jumpin’ all summer at aubrees and sidetrack Bar & Grill. Gearheads rev up for 
the tuesday Bike nights and thursday cruise nights, while everyone loves the treats and treasures 
at the saturday farmers’ markets and sunday flea markets.

DownTown 
Ypsilanti staples like haab’s restaurant and puffer red’s have drawn visitors to our historic 
downtown for decades; newcomers like red rock downtown Barbecue and model cave hobby 
shop add new vibrancy. With eastern michigan university’s college of Business, eclectic dining and 
shopping options, and plenty of free and metered parking, you’ll find downtown buzzing with activity 
most days of the year.

riversiDe pArK 
connecting downtown and depot town is a paved path through riverside park along the huron 
river. designed by the olmstead Brothers in 1913, it has become  a community favorite, and the 
home of major annual events such as the michigan summer Beer Festival, camaro superfest, the 
orphan car show, and the michigan eastside color run.
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The Huron River
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Originally intended as a bottling and 
distribution hub for Arbor Brewing 
Company, the Corner Brewery (est. 2006) 
quickly became the place to go for a casual 
atmosphere and undeniably good beer.  
It’s an Ypsilanti hub.

Whether you’re kicking back in the  
beer garden on a hot summer day or lounging 
near the fireplace while the snow falls 
outside, you’ll feel right at home at the 
Corner Brewery. Located just north of Depot 
Town, this neighborhood bar serves up craft 
brews and hard ciders. The menu boasts 
sandwiches, burgers, brats, stone-baked piz-
zas, and more—all supplied by local vendors. 

Corner Brewery also has the largest 
solar installation of any craft brewery east 
of Colorado. Sign up for a tour of the brewery 
and learn more about the “Green Brewery 
Project,” which includes solar-thermal, 
photovoltaic, and geo-thermal technologies. 

While the Corner Brewery is a 21 and up 
establishment, it welcomes children, accom-
panied by a parent, until 9:00 p.m. n

quench your thirst
Nearly every week you’ll find Heather Needham and her husband Mike Robinson 
hanging out at the Corner Brewery. You might see them playing a board game with 
some friends, or scoring big at trivia on Wednesday evenings. If you happen upon 
a beer release party, they’ll be there sipping the new brew.

FOR THE LOVE OF SUDS

the area’s passion for craft beer is evident when you consider that  
there are seven additional brewpubs and microbreweries in our county—
each with its own distinctive flavor and story. ann arbor is home to 
Arbor Brewing Company, Blue Tractor, Grizzly peak, the Jolly 
pumpkin and wolverine state Brewing Company. in downtown 
chelsea you’ll find the Chelsea Alehouse, which opened to much 
fanfare at the end of 2012, and milan is home to the original Gravity 
Brewing Company.

With all this brewing afoot, Ypsilanti’s riverside park is a natural location 
for the michigan Brewers’ Guild to hold its annual michigan summer 
Beer Festival. each year at the end of July, more than 60 breweries 
from around the state gather on the banks of the huron river, attracting 
thousands of craft beer enthusiasts who sample 450+ unique brews.

Beer AT A GlAnCe 

Brasserie Blonde, Buzz saw american 
ipa, espresso love Breakfast stout, Green 
Giant organic imperial pilsner, hop town 
Brown, phat abbot Belgian dubbel, sacred 
cow ipa, Ypsi Gypsi pale ale

yeAr AT A GlAnCe  

monthly Beer tastings, seasonal Beer 

releases, holiday celebrations, halcyon 

sundayze, Krampus costume Ball, d.i.Ypsi, 

shadow art Fair, rat Fest

discoVer the area’s microBreWeries at visiTypsinow.Com/CrAFT-Beer

Visitors stop by Ypsilanti’s 
Corner Brewery for regular 
beer tastings, special releases, 
and community events.  
Members of the Mug 
Club enjoy the perks of a 
personalized ceramic stein, 
free admission to releases, 
and more.
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Ypsi’s love of history and historic preserva-
tion is the foundation of our shopping ex-
perience.  Starting in Downtown Ypsilanti, 
you’ll find Materials Unlimited one of the 
nation’s oldest architectural salvage com-
panies. Hour Detroit magazine voted it best 
in two categories—fine antiques and vintage 
antiques & salvaged materials—in the 2012 
“Best of Detroit contest. Materials Unlimited’s 
showroom is three floors of restored period 
lighting, fireplace mantles, antique furni-
ture, hardware,and stained glass windows. 
Be sure to visit the lower level, stacked with 
unrestored architectural salvage for the do-it-
yourselfer. 

Downtown Ypsilanti is also home to Salt 
City Antiques—3,000 square feet of fun, 
displaying merchandise from more than 12 
antique dealers. If you’re in town on a Friday 
or Saturday evening, check out Bowerbird 
Mongo. This thoughtfully curated store has 
treasures in every corner with surprisingly 
low prices. If you’re looking to expand your 
wardrobe, make an appointment at Dear 

Golden Vintage, a clothing shop with a 
focus on vintage pieces from the 1920s-1970s.

In our historic Depot Town corridor,  
look for Apple Annie’s Vintage Clothing  
& Jim MacDonald Antiques and Kim’s 
Resale Shop. Both continually work to 
keep their shops full of “new old” treasures, 
including antique furnishings, glassware, 
books, vintage advertisements, local artifacts 
and more. If coins and jewelry are more your 
thing,  then head across the street to explore 
Olde Towne Coin & Gold. n

looKinG For somethinG in particular? visiTypsinow.Com/shoppinG

Shopping Ypsi for fine antiques, funky vintage clothing, bulk candy, model kits, 
or even exclusive limited-edition sneakers is so much fun, we know you’ll come 
back for more.

discover treasure



DepoT Town

4 say yes to michigan!  
it’s easy to do at the  
mi General store.  
Flaunt your love for the  
Great lakes state with 
michigan-made craft beer, 
fine wine, candies, snacks, 
condiments, gifts, music,  
and more.

4 nelson Amos studio 
showcases paintings, 
including realistic portraits, 
landcapes, still life, and local 
Ypsilanti landmarks, plus 
custom framing services.

4 Fair trade and locally made 
items such as clothing, hats, 
jewelry, tapestries, and hand-
blown glass are available at 
one love Culture shop.

more must-stop shops  “the shops are small, but are 
not to be underestimated. 
With no crazy shoppers 
or crazy lines, it makes 
you appreciate what these 
stores have to offer.”  
Ashley Painter, Ypsi shopper and 

former EMU Student

9
Opposite page: The Rocket Candy & Novelties, Materials Unlimited,  
Salt City Antiques. Above: The Rocket Candy & Novelties.

DownTown

4 We know you’ve been hunting for dr. Who salt & pepper 
shakers, and that Fisher price music Box you had as a kid. 
hunt no more! The rocket Candy & novelties is here to 
supply all your funky/weird/funny/nostalgic/plasticy needs. 
rediscover your youth, or stock up on candy, at downtown 
Ypsilanti’s laugh-out-loud fun store.

4 When reebok re-released “Question”, allen iverson’s 
sneaker of choice, a select number of brick-and-mortar  
shoe stores across the nation were selected to carry them. 
puffer red’s in downtown Ypsilanti was one such store. 
For 30 years puffer red’s has provided a wide selection of 
the hottest brand-name fashions, exclusive shoes, hard-to-
find media, and must-have accessories.

4 model Cave hobby shop is your one stop model building 
shop with a huge selection of new and vintage kits, plus all 
the kit building tools, supplies, and advice you’ll ever need!

4 miX retail offers an artistically handpicked collection of new 
and gently used women’s clothing, accessories, art, gifts, 
and homegoods. miX is also a select retailer of comfy usa 
and chalet clothing lines.

4 rock out with fossils, beading supplies and tools, 
arrowheads, meteorites, and the many unique specialties 
found at world of rocks on huron street.
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14 No matter what you drive, your car 
embodies the evolutionary history of  
the automobile. For more than a century, 
thousands of people and companies 
worldwide have contributed innovations 
and design enhancements, including 
Ypsilantians. Located in a 1927 Hudson 
dealership, the Ypsilanti Automotive 
Heritage Museum rounds up a wide 
variety of vehicles and automotive 
memorabilia, but focuses on Ypsilanti’s 
contributions to the automotive saga, 
including Preston Tucker and the Chevy 
Corvair.

24 Want to see red? The Michigan 
Firehouse Museum is the place  
to indulge your inner firefighter.  
The museum is an educational treasure 
trove with 26,000 square feet of  fire 
trucks, early horsedrawn firefighting 
rigs, an original 1898 firehouse, and the 
largest collection of fire truck bells in  
the country.

 34Get a glimpse of 19th-century Ypsilanti 
in the at the Ypsilanti Historical 
Museum. The brick mansion with four 
elegant fireplaces was built by Asa Dow 
in 1860. After more than 100 years of 
occupancy by several families, the Dow 
house was purchased by the city in 1966 
and in 1970 was offered to the Ypsilanti 
Historical Society for use as a museum.

44 There are 60 miles of floatable river at 
our doorstep and you can fish all of it! 
The guides at Schultz Outfitters: Fly 
Fishing and Guides work the majority 
of the season on our home waters of the 
Huron River, specializing in warm-water 
fly fishing for smallmouth bass, carp, 
pike, and musky. Don’t have the gear? 
That’s OK. “You can pretty much just 
show up with a pair of sunglasses and 
you’ll be good to go,” says owner Mike 
Schultz. “But advance notice is always 
appreciated.” In addition to instruction 
and guide services, Schultz Outfitters 

do something

4

Get up. Get out. Don’t sit. It’s been said that the more you sit, the shorter and 
less robust your life may be. Here’s our list of the top 10 things you can get out 
and do during your visit to Ypsi. Have fun!
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also offers weekly classes and seminars 
at its Depot Town Fly Shop. It’s easy to 
get started—just give the shop a call or 
stop in!

54 You might forget you’re in Ypsilanti 
when you step onto the greens of Eastern 
Michigan University’s Eagle Crest  
Golf Course. That’s because Eagle Crest 
is unlike other courses you’ll find in 
southeast Michigan. It borders beautiful 
Ford Lake. Brandon Tucker of Travel/
Golf network compared it to the type of 
course one might find in Florida.  
Water comes into play on many of the 
shots, but with a few extra golf balls 
in your pocket you’ll be prepared for 
anything this course throws your way. 
And the breathtaking scenery will create 
memories that last a lifetime. 

64 The 363-acre Rolling Hills County 
Park is a one-stop location for year-
round recreation and outdoor fun—  
one of the most recreationally diverse 
destinations in our county. Come splash 
in the waves, float the lazy river, or ride 
the slides in the Water Park.  
Take in nature on the trails, try your 
luck at the fishing pond, or enjoy a quiet 

picnic beneath stately oaks while the kids 
discover the playground. Challenge your 
friends to 18 holes of disc golf, or a game 
of softball or horseshoes. There’s plenty 
to do in winter too. Head out to the park 
for sledding or cross-country skiing on the 
rolling hills, then warm up by the fireplace 
in The Lodge at the end of the day. See you 
there soon!

74 Bike Ypsi got rolling in the summer of 
2007, coordinating community rides  
and discussions about cycling advocacy 
and awareness. Now in its sixth year,  
Bike Ypsi organizes weekly rides in 
addition to annual events including the 
Taco Tour, Halloween Ride, Tour de 
Fresh, Spring Ride & Festival, and the 
Fall Ride & Festival. So get on your bikes 
and ride! Chances are you’ll catch one of 
the weekly rides and—if you’re lucky— 
you’ll be in town for one of Bike Ypsi’s  
amazing events!

84 Woodruff ’s, a quirky bar located in 
the heart of Depot Town, showcases 
rock, folk, garage, pop, rap and country 
groups all while slinging great drinks in 
the process. In addition to the Tuesday 
open stage and an ever-changing line-up 
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throughout the year, be on the lookout 
for annual events and shows such as 
The Love Hangover, the Zombie Ball, 
YpsiFest, the Spelling Bee For Honest 
Cheaters, and Mittenfest. 

94 For a unforgettable visceral experience, 
book a flight on The Yankee Air 
Museum’s “Yankee Warrior,” the only 
WWII B-25D bomber still flying. Or book 
a ride on “Yankee Lady,” the museum’s 
B-17 Flying Fortress, for a view of Detroit 
from the air. Both aircraft fly out of 
Willow Run Airport from May through 
October. Seating is limited, and pre-
registration is required. The museum 
features aviation exhibits, restoration 
projects, a store, and a theater. It’s open 
Tuesday through Saturday year-round 
(no pre-registration required).  

104Eastern Michigan University was 
founded in 1849 and opened its doors in 
1853 as Michigan State Normal School.  
It was the first normal school (teacher 
training college) created west of the 
Alleghenies. The University now enrolls 
more than 23,000 students and offers 

200+ majors and minors in five colleges, 
plus the Honors College. As at all major 
universities, there’s always a flurry of 
activity at EMU. Concerts, dance, films, 
exhibits, performance art, recitals, and 
more are weekly events on campus. n

Bikers take in the colors on the Bike Ypsi Fall Ride & 
Festival, celebrating fall, bicycles, fun and friends. 
The Michigan Eastside Color Run wraps up with an after 
party in Riverside Park (photo by Chris Amos).
Opposite page: Ann Arbor resident Atalaya Tanguay tries  
out a plane more her size in the hanger of the Yankee  
Air Museum.

BroWse BY attraction or area and Find Further details at visiTypsinow.Com/Do-someThinG



Ypsilanti played an important role in the history and evolution of 

the automobile. it was the home of apex motors in the 1920s, and home 

to preston tucker, who created the innovative rear-engine 1948 tucker.

hang with motor heads
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15turn the KeY, start Your enGines and discoVer more at visiTypsinow.Com/Cruise

Ypsi’s automotive story rolled on after World 
War II as the old Willow Run Bomber Plant 
became home to Kaiser-Frazer Corporation, 
and then General Motors, which built the 
Chevy Corvair there.

All this automotive history and more is on 
display at what is often called the world’s 
last Hudson dealership, site of the Ypsilanti 
Automotive Heritage Museum. The museum’s 
crown jewel is the 1952 Hudson Hornet that 
Herb Thomas drove to a NASCAR National 
Championship in 1953. It’s the car that 
inspired the character “Doc Hudson” in 
Pixar’s animated film Cars.

The evenTs
Once those cold winter months have passed 
and green sprouts appear, the familiar 
sounds of spring return to Ypsilanti. Yes, the 
birds chirp and the bees buzz, but around 
here, the motors rev and engines roar.  
Car shows rule Ypsi city from May to October.

May 
Ypsilanti Show & Shine Join the Ypsi  
Area Street Rods to kick off car season. 
Vendors, DJ, prizes, and more. 

Billetproof ’s Annual “Motor City 
Mania” The best traditional hot rods and 
customs shine on the grass of Riverside Park. 

Michigan Vintage Volkwagen Car 
Show A non-judged car show celebrating all 
variations of the rear-engine VW.

June 
Weekly Depot Town Cruise Nights  
Every Thursday, June – September

Weekly Depot Town Bike Nights  
Every Tuesday, June – September 

Ton-Up Motorcycle Show Depot Town’s 
Cafe Racer brings motorcycles, motorcycles, 
and more motorcycles to East Cross Street 
and Riverside Park.

July 
Michigan Camaro Superfest  
Hundreds of Camaro owners show off their 
prized rides. It’s the longest-running and best 
all-Camaro event in the USA!

August  
Fire Truck Muster A diverse collection 
of fire rigs ranging  from the 1920s through 
the late 1970s. Some are in original running 
condition and others are beautifully restored.

September 
Orphan Car Show  One of Ypsilanti’s largest 
car shows featuring hundreds of cars and 
trucks from throughout the region whose 
parent companies are defunct. 

October 
Antique Truck Show  Trucks of all ages, 
shapes, and sizes gather in Riverside Park to 
strut their stuff. n

“Going to Ypsilanti for the car shows is like a 
breath of fresh air. it’s something that i look 
forward to every year and i thoroughly enjoy 
the sights and sounds that take place in 
riverside park throughout the warm summer 
season. it’s definitely one of the highlights of 
my summer.” Tianna Pearse, Redford

Classic cars and trucks cruise into Depot Town every Thursday for Cruise Nights, featuring hula-hoop contests, raffles, 
and more.
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4 Looking for a delicious pizza?  
Perhaps some cheesy bread? How about 
a calzone and a greek salad? Aubree’s 
Pizzeria & Tavern has got you covered! 
With numerous “best pizza in town” 
awards under its belt, Aubrees can safely 
say it has mastered the art of the pie. 
And it’s not just pizza. Over the years, 
Aubree’s has broadened its offerings to 
include pub sandwiches, burgers, tasty 
pasta dishes, and comforting entrees 
to become the full-service restaurant it 
is today.

4 Cafe Ollie is a little carnivore,  
a little vegetarian, and a little vegan.  
It has dozens of sandwiches, gallons of 
beer, and mountains of ice cream, all of 
which makes it 100% delicious. Stop in  

for a coffee and browse the LP selection;  
you might find something you like for a 
mere $3. Or grab a frosty ice cream or 
chilled brew to cool you down on one of 
those scorching festival days. 

4 Sidetrack Bar & Grill serves up  
one of the “Twenty Hamburgers You  
Must Eat Before You Die,” according  
to GQ magazine. That alone is reason  
to visit, but this local favorite has  
served great food and beer for decades.  
The extensive menu has a little something 
for everyone and an ambiance unmatched 
in the area. Do: try the beer battered  
pickles and beware of trains. Don’t: miss 
the old Ypsi photos on the wall, or forget 
to tip.

nourish yourself

Ypsilanti has three distinct districts—Depot Town, Downtown, and Campus Town 
—all serving up delicious options for breakfast, lunch, dinner, and everything  
in between. Whether you prefer a juicy burger and fries at the bar or trying 
something new and exciting in the vegan/vegetarian vein, Ypsilanti’s eateries will 
satisfy your craving.

DepoT Town



4 Beezy’s Cafe features simple, honest 
food. You can walk or bike to it—Bee does 
it, so can you. If you happen to drive, two-
hour FREE parking spaces abound in 
the downtown area for your convenience. 
Beezy’s serves up breakfast and lunch 
every day: fresh vittles made to order, 
housemade jam, fresh baked bread, cage-
free egg dishes, Amish chicken, tasty soups, 
and crispy greens. And Bee offers a wide 
variety of vegetarian-friendly options for 
all you herbivores out there! 

4 Soon after the repeal of prohibition in 1933, 
brothers Oscar and Otto Haab had the fore-
sight to open a restaurant in the 
heart of Ypsi. The building was an old 
saloon, but the Haab brothers shifted the 
focus to quality food, served in a friendly, 
warm atmosphere at affordable prices.  
Those principles are what keep people 
coming back to Haab’s Restaurant. 
That, and the thick-cut New York Strip 
Steak, or the huge slices of homemade pie.

4 Bring your appetite, you’re going to need it! 
Red Rock Downtown Barbecue is 
one of the newest kids on the block and  
has quickly become a favorite. With large 
portions of slow cooked meats, mac & 
cheese, green beans, waffle fries, cowboy 
beans, and more, you won’t leave hungry. 
And a steady rotation of 20 micro-brews 
will quench even a mighty thirst. 

4 Go ahead, overindulge. The Bomber 
can help. The “Bomber Breakfast” is four 
eggs, a pound of potatoes and a pound of 
meat, once featured on the Food Network’s  

“Top 5” program. But watch out—even the 
regular-size portions are hearty. Even if 
you’re not hungry, the restaurant is a visu-
al feast of World War II memorabilia with 
more than 20 model planes hanging from 
the ceiling, service uniforms, and other 
war memorabilia. The restaurant’s name 
and WWII theme is based on the famous 
B-24 bombers once built at Ford’s nearby 
Willow Run Bomber Plant.

Also DoWNToWN: Abe’s CoNey IslAND, boNA serA CAfe, b-24s espresso bAr, DAlAT resTAurANT, Korey’s KrIspy 

KruNChy ChICKeN, The TAp room, The WolverINe GrIll

DownTown
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4 Indulge in rattlesnake, rabbit, and bison-
based bratwursts while enjoying an ice 
cold Michigan craft beer. The Wurst Bar 
features rotating weekly special brats 
and burgers for carnivores, omnivores, 
and herbivores. Of course for those less 
adventurous patrons, Wurst still provides 
the simplicity of a more traditional burger 
or bratwurst to satisfy your taste buds.

4 The Tower Inn Cafe, a family-owned 
restaurant and bar, offers Greek food, 
gourmet pizza, and more in a casual 
atmosphere. Located across from  

EMU’s campus, this long-time Ypsilanti 
staple is a great place to grab lunch, dinner, 
or dessert. 

4 In 1989, Michelle Roman of La Fiesta 
Mexicana moved from Jalisco, Mexico to 
Ypsilanti and quickly discovered that the 
area lacked authentic Mexican food.  
Taking recipes from her home state and 
other states in Mexico, she created a menu 
rich with traditional flavors. Try her home-
made tamales, or anything with her deli-
cious  mole sauce.

BroWse BY cuisine or location and checK out additional dininG options visiTypsinow.Com/Dine

Also IN CAmpus ToWN: sWeeTWATers Coffee & TeA, The uGly muG CAfe AND roAsTery

4 Bill’s Hot Dog Stand doesn’t have  
a menu. It does a couple things, and 
does them well. Choose a hot dog with or 
without chili, onions, and mustard, or get 
a classic burger; both are brought right to 
your car. Either way, be sure to grab a glass 
of homemade root beer—a must-have at 
this bright yellow drive-in. Open seasonally.

4 Ypsilanti’s Chick Inn (est. 1953) is a 
throwback to a time when carhops brought 
milkshakes, burgers, hot dogs, and fries 
out to the curb for teenagers to enjoy 
after a rousing evening at the sock hop. 
The sock hops may be gone, but at the 
Chick Inn, car hops and great food live on. 
Best milkshakes around.  

4 Roy’s Squeeze Inn is an American res-
taurant serving delicious burgers, BBQ 
sandwiches, fries, and more. Everything is 
made fresh to order. “Squeeze inn” at Roy’s 
horseshoe counter today!

4 Serving “great people, great food” since 
1959, Gabriel’s Cheese Steak Hoagies 
specializes in one-of-a-kind cheesesteak 
hoagies, using ribeye steak, American and 
provolone cheeses, mushrooms, onions, 
and crushed red cherry peppers. n

CAmpus Town

Drive-in & Dine-in

Sidetrack Bar & Grill’s famous, award-winning burger 
always satisfies. A collection of drive-ins and diners in 
the Ypsilanti area bring you back to the days of roller-
skates, milkshakes, and Buddy Holly.



mAy
Ypsi area show & shine car show

michigan eastside color run 
michigan Vintage Volkswagen car show

Ypsilanti symphony orchestra’s  
concert in the park

memorial day procession 

June   
thunder over michigan air show 

ton-up motorcycle show 

July
independence day parade
michigan camaro superfest

michigan elvisFest
shadow art Fair

summer Beer Festival

AuGusT
heritage Festival
Fire truck muster

sepTemBer
orphan car show

oCToBer
antique truck show
Bike Ypsi Fall ride

DeCemBer
holiday home tour

diYpsi
mittenfest

ypsi events 2013

ONGOING EVENTS

EVENTS

Downtown ypsilanti Farmers’ market 
tuesdays 

may – october 

Depot Town Farmers’ market 
saturdays 

may – october  

Depot Town Flea market 
sundays 

may – october

Depot Town Bike nights  
tuesdays 

april – september 

Depot Town Cruise nights  
thursdays 

June – september  

DAyfest music Festival  
Fridays 

June – august on Washington st. 

Find detailed inFormation at visiTypsinow.Com/evenTs/



We hope you enjoyed your sneak peek of Ypsilanti. Don’t stop now... 
visitypsinow.com/discover

#visitypsi13

Ypsilanti Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
106 W. Michigan Avenue, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197  |  800.265.9045

Connect with us. Search Visit Ypsilanti.

   


